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SPICIAL ANALYSIS

IRAQ-IRAN: Implications of the Iranian Victory

Irag's defeat by Iran in the vceent heavy Fightirg ias left
Pregident Saddam Huasein, the personal architect cf tic war, in
dive straits. He has no prospect of improving Ivagi military for-
tuncs or of percuading Iran to negotiate. Saddam probably 15
considering withdrawing completely from Ivan, while taking stepc
to shore up his weakened positicn at home. Any earlicr Ivanian
interest in negotiations to likely to evaporate as cxpectations
of Saddam's downfall tnerease. Moderate Arcb states are inereas-
ingly apprehenaive about the thrcat from a victorious Ira:. [::::::]

pespitec suffering substantial losses, the Iranian
Army appears strong enough to continue prosecuting
the war. Tehran probably is contemplating another major
offensive later this spring. It might launch a diver-
sionary attack in the north to threaten the strategic
approach to Baghdad.

Iran's primary effort, however, is likely to be
aimed at recovering the area between Ahvaz and Khorram-
shahr. This is the largest piece of territory still

held by Irag, but Iraqi forces holding it are thinly
spread, [ ]
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Caddam's Vulnerability

The Iragi leader's total identification with the

war has increased the possibility that his rule will

be challenged. The military failure will Leighten other
longstanding--but suppressed--grievances, including
Saddam's “"personality cult," his deemphasis of the Ba'th
Party's status, and his refusal to share power with his
colleagues. fThese differences are over style more than
policy.

A palace coup involving both Ba'th Party and mili-
tary figures is the most serious threat. Party and
military leaders probably are concerned that opposition
to "Saddam's war" could engulf the entire regime. Polit-
ical change in Baghdad might improve prespects for a
negotiated settlement with Iran, but Tehran would still
remain opposed to any lasting accommodation with a sec':-
lar Ba'thist regime.

A post-Saddam regime initially would be collegial.
Dramatic foreign pulicy changes are unlikely. Contacts
with both thec West and the USSR would be maintained to
facilitate rebuilding the economy and the military, and
to avoid political isolation in the face of collaboration
between Syria and Iran.
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